
 GO ONLINE TO OUR WEBSITE 

TO FIND TIPS ON HOW TO 

REDUCE YOUR ENERGY 

CONSUMPTION AND CO2 

EMISSIONS. 

 COME TO OUR INFORMATION 

MEETINGS TO LEARN ABOUT 

THE IMPACT OF THIS SCHEME 

ON YOUR HOME, YOUR LIFE AND 

COUNTRY LEISURE PURSUITS. 

 CALL 0116 229 2715 AND 

REGISTER TO RECEIVE NEWS 

AND INFO ABOUT THE 

KELMARSH WIND FARM SO THAT 

YOU CAN MAKE INFORMED 

DECISIONS FOR YOUR FAMILY. Protecting  Our Shire HELPING TO PROTECT THE FUTURE OF YOUR 

CHILDREN’S LEGACY – 

WWW.STOPKELMARSHWINDFARM.COM  

Local residents became aware in January 2008 from leaked papers that 

the Trustees of Kelmarsh Hall Estate, with German energy giant e-on 

are preparing to apply for planning permission build a Wind factory of 7  

120 meter turbines (the height of 40 storey tower blocks / Northampton 

Lift Tower) on estate grounds south of the A14 immediately east of the 

historic Naseby Battlefield.) The artists impression right shows the site.  

  

 But Wind Farms are good, 

aren’t they ??? 
Unless you have been on a desert 

island for the last 5 years, then like 

us you will know that global warming 

is a problem that we all need to do 

something about. 
 
Reducing energy usage and 

reducing CO2 emissions are 

essential for the security of today 

and tomorrow’s generations.  
 
It follows that a Wind Factory seems 

like something we might rather not 

have on our door step, but a 

necessary evil if we are going to 

save the planet.  

Protecting the Kelmarsh Estate? 
When the Lancaster family left their precious Kelmarsh Estate with its picturesque house and 

gardens in trust, they did so for the benefit of the local community and to preserve the estate.  

As a charity, the Kelmarsh Trust has done a good job financially of securing the long term 

future of the Hall and its environs, with recent accounts showing its assets boosted over the 

last few years by several million pounds.  The argument therefore that the Trust needs the 

money generated from the wind farm to survive long term is just inaccurate.  

However, before subscribing blindly 

to this view, please take a few 

minutes to consider the reality of the 

UK government policy and how it 

makes large corporations behave.  
 
It’s a story of government subsidies 

and green generation offset 

certificates which are more valuable 

than the limited power a scheme like 

Kelmarsh might generate.  
 
Then make up your mind on 

whether you want to let this major 

profit scheme go ahead on your 

doorstep. 

  

type 

http://www.stopkelmarshwindfarm.com/


 Frequently Asked 
Questions... 

Stop Kelmarsh Wind Farm has spoken 
to literally hundreds of concerned local 
residents, who have asked the following 

questions: 

Q Buts its only a wind farm? 

A  The word farm is misleading.  These are industrial complexes which change the classification of the local 

area and have been used as justification for further industrialisation applications including land fill, additional 

turbines (very common) and even factories in previously greenfield locations. 

 

Q Who owns the land for the proposed site? 

A  The land adjacent to the A14 near TallyHo covert is owned by the Kelmarsh Hall Estate Trust which was 

set up in 1982 to follow the wishes of Colonel Lancaster. The Trust’s own web site states its memorandum of 

articles has a key aim ñTo maintain the character and scenic beauty of the landscape.ò  It would be 

interesting to know how the Wind Farm and its impact on local landscape is reconciled with this aim. 

 

Q Surely E-On are just trying to generate clean power? 

A Whilst is admirable for any generation company to look to clean up it’s energy generation systems, the size 

and scale of the proposed Kelmarsh farm is actually very small in mega-watt terms.  Cynics would say that E-

On, who by their own figures generated more CO2 emissions worldwide in 2006 than they did in 2004, and 

who still generate 98.5% of their power using coal, oil, gas, and nuclear fuels, are more interested in 

government subsidy and offset certificates from Kelmarsh than the power it might actually generate.   

 

Q But wind power is green power isn’t it? 

A The power itself is certainly green, but the major constituent in building a wind farm is the concrete in the 

deep foundations to support 120 meter turbines, yet making concrete is a prolific industrial CO2 emitter.  

 

Q Why here, in the middle of the UK where the average wind speeds are among the lowest in the country? 

A The cost of deploying on shore wind farms is significantly lower than off shore, though the government 

subsidies are the same encouraging  applications like this. Northamptonshire has already exceeded its target 

for Wind generation - could it be that the close proximity of the A14, enabling cheap construction costs is a 

key driver in this low wind location being behind the choice of site?  

 

Q Will this proposal affect the value of my property? 

A Unfortunately Yes. During the up long planning stage other villages’ experience shows markets stagnate, 

and if the proposal goes ahead you could see the value of your property fall. 

 

Q But this won’t affect me, will it? 

A The visual impact on the local area is only one small concern.  You need to consider the noise and vibration 

levels, and how these affect communities.  Shadow flicker and glinting are visible up to 2.5km from the 

turbine, affecting both locals and drivers on what many consider an already dangerous section of the A14. 

 

Q Wind Farms are quiet though, aren’t they ? 

We know of five families in the UK that have abandoned their homes due to the noise impact from schemes 

similar to Kelmarsh. In Scotland, wind generation developments must be more than 2km from the nearest 

dwelling as this issue is recognised. There is no similar law in England. At one site, background noise levels in 

the village rose from 16db to over 40db.  The World Health Organisation declares 30db as the recommended 

noise level for restorative sleep. 

 

Q Its just 7 turbines though isn’t it? 

A Because the wind in this area is so weak, the turbines need to be 20 meters taller than those that you may 

have seen further down the A14. The existing radio mast on the A14 close to proposed site will be dwarfed. 

Many planning applications that succeed are quickly followed by other land owners applying for permission for 

their own turbines. These are often granted since the landscape is seen to be “already disfigured”. Burton 

Latimer near Kettering is a case in point where 10 turbines may now be joined by another 7. 

 

 

 
WHAT CAN I 

DO ? 

 
LOTS ! 

Out of 20 recent similar 

projects where the local 

community has objected en 

masse, the applications have 

ALL been rejected. Where the 

community stands by silently, 

they are approved.  

 

If you are worried about the 

impact a scheme like this 

could have on your life and 

home value, then help us: 

 

¶ Write to Eon objecting. 

¶ Write to Kelmarsh Trust 

and object. 

¶ Lobby your Parish council 

to object to the proposal – 

often council’s are enticed 

by promises of new play 

areas or funding if they 

don’t know the strength of 

local opinion.  

¶ Object  to the planning 

application when it is 

lodged with the council. 

¶ Join our campaign – 

register online or by 

phone to get updates 

¶ Display a campaign 

poster outside your home   

 

You can find out how to do 

the above or join us at  

 

www.stopkelmarshwindfarm.com  

 

or call 0116 229 2715. 

 

This is a local resident self-

funded group – your support 

is vital to us, so log on today! 

 

 

 

 


